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Presidentõs Report 

 
Calendar of Events  

October 

4 Folk Practice -7 - 9 p.m. Sr. Ctr  

10 Knitting - 1:30 p.m. Arlene 

 Olson, 2630 Gateway Ave 

 #203, Bismarck 

11 Folk Practice 

12 Book Study - Valley View, 7 

p.m. LeRoy Nayes reporting 

15 Lutefisk Supper - 1st Lutheran, 

 Mandan 3 - 7 p.m. 

18 Folk Practice 

19 Hardanger - 2 p.m. Arlene 

Olsonõs 2630 Gateway Ave 

#203, Bismarck 

19 Hardanger - 7 p.m. Ione Leet, 

 1300 Ridgewood Lane, 

 Bismarck 

21 Social Meeting 6: 15 p.m. 

24 Knitting - 1:30 p.m. Muriel 

 Boyum, Wanda Melchert at  

 Edgewood Vista, 3406 

 Dominion St, Bismarck 

25 Folk Practice 

27 Business Meeting 7:15 p.m. 

 Library 

 

November 

17 Business Meeting 

18 Social Meeting 

Sverdrup Nyheter 

 

 

  
Wow! That's one word that reads the same both ways.   It does 

however describe the September social.   One hundred fifty four of 

us showed up for an evening of fun, food, fellowship, culture, 

recognition and promotion. 

 

A special group of lodge members, the leaders of the Sons of Norway Park 

development, were recognized for their efforts, the results of which are obvious to all 

who travel the Bismarck Expressway.. Sidney Bergan was one those, and his wife 

Cathy, made a presentation honoring him and the others.  The entire Bergan family 

was present.   A committee to honor the leaders is considering options for a suitable 

memorial, which will be placed at the entrance of the park. 
 

So what was promoted?  Opportunity, to advance our Norwegian Heritage!  How?  By 

taking the lead in sponsoring a room at the Heritage Center Expansion, named after 

the Sons of Norway. The cost of this undertaking is $100,000, which may seem like a 

big amount, and it is.  But consider this.  There are over 3,000 Sons of Norway 

members in ND; a contribution of $35/member would make this a quick work.  Our 

lodge, "SVERDRUP LODGE", took hold of the opportunity at the social and started 

the ball rolling, with a flood of contributions, totaling over $2500. Pledges are accepted 

with over 5 years to complete.  Contributions are of course, tax deductable.  Make 

checks payable to the ND Heritage Center Foundation.  Is $35/ person the limit?  No 

all contributions are welcome, even those in the thousands.  A list of donors for our 

lodge is being developed and will be presented in the future.  Missed the social?  

Participate by sending a check to our treasurer, bring it to the next social, use a Viking 

ship, but let's set the pace challenging all ND lodges to follow suit.. 
 

I would like to challenge each member of the Sverdrup Lodge to consider getting 
involved.  Part of our mission statement reads:  "The mission of Sons of Norway is to 

promote and to preserve the heritage and culture of Norway, to celebrate our 

relationship with other Nordic Countries." What a unique opportunity the S/N Room 

at the Heritage Center gives us for support of the mission. 

 

Regarding the socials, we will continue without reservationséhowever, changing the 

start time back to 6:15 p.m., to accommodate those whose  work schedules made the 

6:00 p.m. start time a challenge. 

 

Our lodge is gearing up to make a presentation, on the Norwegian Heritage to the 

National Guard in December.  I suspect this will generate a number of membership 

applications.  Our cultural committee is coordinating the effort.  

 

We utilized a 'fun technique' at the social, to promote mixing and socializing and 

becoming familiar with the names of all lodge members.   A member of our lodge had a 

$10.00 bill which was presented to the third person, who greeted them with; " Hi, my 

name is:  what's your name".   Kathy Robinson was the winner.  Watch for other 

mixers happening; who knows what you could win.  I do!! 

 

We had an exceptional response to the 'adopt a school' program, and delivered over 

75 pounds of school supplies, plus $20.00 in cash to Riverside School.  Thanks to all 

who participated!!  The school leadership  was very appreciative. 

 

Have a marvelous fall and enjoy the seasonal weather.    Blessings, Herb 

Social 
Date:  October 21  

Location:  Bismarck Eagles Club 

Time:  6:15 p.m.  $12 meal 
 

Menu:  Butterfly Pork Chops, A 

Gratin Potatoes, Buttered Peas with 

Mushrooms, Tossed Salad, Relish 

Tray, Rolls, Butter, Cheesecake 

Program:  Leif Erickson Story, 

Marlin Mjelstad 
 

Foundation Month:  Auction  

Band:  Bob Dolajak 

Reservations :  none this month 
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October Birthdays  

 

News from Ann    

Giving to Charity  

Many of you are regular givers. You give to the church, 

a favorite foundation, your alma mater and other 

places. What happens when you die? Will the giving 

stop? It doesnõt have to. 
 

If you have an IRA or other retirement plan you know 

it is taxed as income when you withdraw from it. Many 

prudent savers find they donõt need this money and plan to leave it to the 

kids. Did you know this can be a costly mistake? The kids may be taxed 

at a higher rate than you are and your hard earned IRA can shrink up to 

60%.  Using the IRA for charitable purposes can eliminate taxes on this 

money all together. 
 

But what about the kids? Using a portion of that IRA money to purchase a 

life insurance contract on yourself can produce a generous, income-tax 

free inheritance to the kids and your favorite charity gets a nice bequest 

from your estate at the same time.  

This is a win-win situation. 
 

To find out more about charitable planning call your Sons of Norway 

Financial Benefits Counselor today, for a FREE consultation to see if you 

are maximizing your options. 
 

Ann Krause, FIC, LUTCF 

Financial Benefits Counselor 

Sons of Norway 

701-852-5508 

701-720-2755 

Email:  boat@srt.com 

The Sverdrup Nyheter is published once a month by Sverdrup #107 

Sons of Norway Lodge, P.O. Box 1912, Bismarck, ND 58502. There 

is no charge for the newsletter. The newsletter is also available 

electronically. For address changes or questions contact:  

asolheim@bis.midco.net;  Website:  www.sofnbismarck.com   

 

Editor  ............................................................................... Audrey Solheim, 223-7891 

President ................................................................... Herbert Mittelstedt, 663-6534 

Vice President ................................................................. Richard Fadness  222-2274 

Secretary .................................................................................. John Olsrud, 258-8540 

Financial Secretary .............................................................. Cathy Bergan, 258-9358 

Treasurer .................................................................................. Ruth Olson, 222-8420 

Sunshine Chairman ......................................................Lorraine Carlson, 663-2824 

Deer Hunters  
Sighting-in Day 

 

Saturday, October 24 

 

Bring rifles and lots of ammo 

 

Need Help -No Problem 

 

Private Range 

 

Derle Marchus - 250-9929 

Viona L Lutness                     1 

Ronda Fox                           2 

Marcia K Stiefel                    2 

Kenneth T Halldorson                2 

Julie A Slag                        4 

William O Hanson                    4 

Wilfred L Hanson                    4 

Dale O Thorstenson                  5 

Dennis R Boger                      6 

Helen M Binegar                     6 

Karen J Humann                      10 

Otto Bervik                         11 

Lyle C Hanson                       11 

Alice Kessler             11 

Gary Larson                   12 

Charles I Tollerud                  12 

Ardyce L Miller                     12 

Orlin I Lyng                        14 

Marlys R Readel                     16 

Virginia L Gammons                  17 

Milton L Rue III                    18 

Duane E Barden                      18 

Traci Erin Juhala                   21 

Amy H Wisness                       21 

Mary Malsam                         24 

Joyce S Fox                         26 

Anita Marian Baglien                27 

James C Johnson                     29 

Emmett L Whitmore                   30 

Raymond R Larson                    30 

Rolf T Svanes                       31 

Gerhard W Arnold                    31 

Marilyn J Campbell                  31 
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Food and Craft Auction  
A Food Sale/Craft Sale Auction will be held at the October 

21st Social for the benefit of the Sons of Norway 

Foundation.  Please bring food and craft items.  Funds 

raised will be used to replenish the Foundation which has 

recently awarded $1,000 per S.O.N. household in the 

Minot flood.  The amount totaled $38,000; the Foundation 

did a similar Helping Hands project for Grand Forks flood 

victims in 1997.  Auctioneers will be members Rich 

Fadness and Tim Lenertz. 

 

101 Anniversary  
Last year at this time we were celebrating our 100th 

Anniversary of Sverdrup!  So Happy 101 to us! 

 

Please Help the Youth Committee  
The Annual Childrenõs Christmas Party is coming up on 

Dec 18th.  At the Oct and Nov socials, the Youth 

Committee is asking for contact information on youth 

from your family, in order to personally invite them to 

attend.  Please visit within your families and see what 

interest there might be.  The target audience is from the 

very young to about 13 years of age.  Crafts, story time, 

folklore and celebrating Norwegian Christmas traditions 

are part of each program.  Participation by lodge families 

has been declining in recent years and a lot of work goes 

into putting on the party.  Without your help, this youth 

event will be cancelled this year.  You can also invite young 

people from outside your family if they have an interest in 

Scandinavian Heritage.  This is an opportunity to expose 

younger folks to the fun of Sons of Norway. 

 

Mange takk- Sonna & Jerry 

 

............................ 

Lutefisk!  
1st Lutheran Church of Mandan will have their 

Lutefisk and Lefse dinner on Saturday October 15 

starting at 3 p.m.  

.................... 

Welcome New Members!  

Eldo and Marilyn Johnson of Mandan 
 

The State Historical Society of ND Foundation 

    Represented by Virginia Nelson of Bismarck 

............................. 

In Memory  

Bill White of Turtle Lake 

District IV Convention News  
The District IV Board meeting is in Fargo the end of 

October. At that time we will set District goals and 

there will be updates and discussion on the District 

Convention to be held next June in Edmonton. 

 

Passports are required and cost is about $60 for the 

passport to be used to go to Canada and it takes 

about 3-4 weeks to process that request.   

 

Our lodge  generally has 10 delegates.  This number is 

determined depending on the size of our 

membership.  It is a time to learn more about the 

Sons of Norway, culture and to mingle with members 

from other lodges, exchanging ideas, and renewing 

friendships. 

............................. 

Sverdrup S/N Lodge Steps up to 

Support the ND Heritage Center  
Our Lodge has voted to support the North Dakota Sons of 

Norway Lodge fund drive to raise $100,000 from all the 

lodges in North Dakota. There are over 3300 members in 

the state and with each giving a onetime gift of $35.00 this 

goal can be reached. Sverdrup Lodge is leading the charge 

and setting the pace for the rest of the lodges in the state. 

Each donation can made in memory of those who came and 

help settle the land in this state and country and will be 

recorded in the annuals at the Heritage Center. 

 

Monies will name a Sons of Norway room at the center and 

used for displays and meetings. THE $35.00 IS A 

SUGGESTED ONE TIME PLEDGE AND CAN BE PAID 

OVER A FIVE YEAR PERIOD AT $7.00 PER YEAR OR 

WHATEVER FITS YOUR POCKETBOOK.  Your pledge 

would be appreciated to be made in the next four months. 

Please send your contribution on the enclosed form or 

bring to the next social so we can record your tax 

deductible pledge. The lodge raised over $2500.00 the last 

social so we are well on our way.  Make checks out to ND 

Historical Society Foundation.  Send to Ruth Olson, 

Treasurer at 1933 N 5th St Bismarck ND 58501 

 

Questions ??   Call Bill Schott at 391-5611 

 

Name________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________ 

Phone________________________________________ 

Amount pledged  _______________________________ 

Dedication or memory of______________________________ 
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 The Stabbur donated by John Boeõs now has a new coat of paint, thanks 

to Trustees Dick Hanson and Bob McCallum!   

Our Float in the Autumn fest Parade!  Thanks to Jerry and Sonna Saude for 

this entry featuring  our Viking Ship. 
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Sidney and Catherine Bergan and family.  Sidney received a special Thank You     

for his work in the Sons of Norway Park through the years.  Whenever a 

project came up, he often replied òI can do tható and with the help of others, 

he always did.   

October 1 2011 - Sons of Norway Park  

October 1, 2011 - Sons of Norway Park in Bismarck 


