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President’s Report Calendar of Events 

February 

4 Brainstorming - 10 a.m. -  At 1st 

Lutheran in Bismarck - bring an 

item for noon potluck - session 

moderated by Audrey Solheim 

7 Folk Practice -7 - 9 p.m. Sr. Ctr  

13 Knitting  - 1:30 p.m. at Alice 

 Schott’s home, 391 Brandon 

 Drive, Bismarck 

14 Folk Practice - 7 - 9 p.m. Sr. Ctr 

15 Hardanger - 2 p.m. - Arlene 

Olson’s home, 2630 Gateway 

Ave #203, Bismarck 

15 Hardanger - 7 p.m. Julie Roe’s,

 2900 N 4th Street #110, Bis  

16 Business Meeting 7:15 p.m. 

 Note change of date 

17 Social - Eagles Club  6:15 p.m. 

27 Knitting - 1:30 p.m.  Shirley 

 Grondahl’s home, 1224 

 Prospect Place, Bismarck  

February Social 
 

Date:  Friday, February 17 

Location:  Bismarck Eagles Club 

Time:  6:15 p.m.  $12 meal 
 

Menu:  Swiss Steak, Baked 

Potatoes, Vegetables, Salad, Relish 

Tray, Cheese Cake  
 

Specials:  Wear your 

Norwegian/Scandinavian Sweater 
 

Past President Recognition 
 

Program:  Rig Olson and Bruce 

Schwartz on Valentine’s Day and 

Alice Falkenstein about the origin 

of Valentine’s Day---Addie 

Thiede, Coordinator 
 

Band:  Jim Geiger 

Reservations:  By Friday, Feb 10 

call Nanc Skaret, 258-4703 or e mail 

skaret@bis.midco.net. (unless you 

have established your “regular” 

status) 

Sverdrup Nyheter  

Well here I am,  the evening before the 'big annual lutefisk dinner ', and 
under pressure from the Nyheter Editor for my column!  Reflecting on 
the day's preparation activities, we again owe Vern Monger and the 
committees he has organized , coordinated and worked with a big thank 
you.  They are functioning like clockwork.  Vern and Jerry Saude did the 
lodge proud on the noon show on local TV today..  Their effectiveness 
will undoubtedly be reflected in the total dinner attendance.   This year's 
dinner had an added promotional effort.  We capitalized on the web site  
we have, by offering tickets and the opportunity to select the time you 
would like to dine.  For a first year effort, participation was great.  There 
were 83 tickets sold on web, so this first year experiment was successful. 
 

I was visiting with our Zone Director, Carol Nelson about the web site, 
as well as how the electronic media, has invaded every aspect of the Sons 
of Norway.  It seems, most information from the zone, district and inter- 
national headquarter is heading toward the paperless route.  Makes sense, 
and certainly saves money.  In checking current listing, 100 member/
families are receiving their Sverdrup Nyheter by e-mail, 263 member/
families continue to receive their newsletter by snail mail.  In addition 
other lodges, district officers and advertisers receive our newsletter with 
a split between e-mail and snail mail options.  [Definition of member/
families indicates one newsletter per address regardless of number in the 
family.] 
 

Our January social was another success.  A program presented by Claudia 
Berg brought us up to date on the Heritage Center Expansion.  Bill Schott 
talked about our lodges progress on having a room in the Center, named 
for the Sons of Norway..  Dave Kolding, presented information about Dr. 
Borlaug, and his development of disease resistant crops.  He single-
handedly fostered a dynamic effort to feed the world.  Thanks Dave.  
Alice Falkenstein, provided the table decorations, plus information on the 
Norwegian material, and the  traditions represented by them, plus door 
prizes.  
 

I see most of our members didn't act on my suggested new year's 
resolution, which was to attend the  monthly business meeting,. We need 
your input.  Reading the minutes on the web site will keep you informed, 
but you miss the excitement of participation and debate!! 
Derle Marchus, one of our newer members, presented an exciting idea at  
the Dec. business meeting.  His idea, the sponsorship of a Potato Klub and 
Ham dinner. He presented this as an opportunity for our community to 
enjoy other 'Norsk' fare as well as generate funds for lodge activities.   
Good ideas and enthusiasm, go hand in hand.  By our January board 
meeting, Derle and his group of volunteers, presented a recipe, budget, 
ticket price,  proposed  location, time and place.  It's going to happen.  

Check our website for details and tickets. 

Herb Mittelstedt, President 
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News from Ann   
 

Sons of Norway celebrates 117 years 

 

Did your lodge celebrate Sons of Norway Founders Day 

January 16th?  It may have passed by unnoticed to many. It 

is pretty amazing when you think about what was started 

way back then as a way to help out fellow immigrants and 

how it has evolved to what we know and enjoy today. Those founding fathers 

would probably be amazed at the way we provide financial security to our 

members with sound life insurance products and stable annuities. They might be 

impressed at our cultural programs keeping alive customs of the old country. 

The foundation would really help them appreciate how we help our children 

with education and members dealing with natural disaster. It would be 

interesting if they were looking in on a social and saw how many women were 

there and how terrific the food is. 
 

To keep us going and growing strong for another 117 years, we rely on you, our 

members to support Sons of Norway with your membership and purchase of 

our financial products. Happy Birthday 

 

Ann Krause, FIC, LUTCF 

Financial Benefits Counselor 

Sons of Norway  

 

Lutefisk Dinner 
Thank you to all the members who worked on the 42nd Annual Lutefisk Dinner 

or who donated cookies or funds for the event! 

 

Some statistics include 1050 pounds of lutefisk and 240 lbs of meatballs were 

ordered with nearly all of the food eaten by around 900 guests.  All of the lefse 

was sold!   

 

The hour by hour sales of tickets helped greatly in a short wait for dinner 

guests.  Rave reviews on the food were expressed by everyone. 

The Sverdrup Nyheter is published once a month by Sverdrup #107 

Sons of Norway Lodge, P.O. Box 1912, Bismarck, ND 58502. There 

is no charge for the newsletter. The newsletter is also available 

electronically. For address changes or questions contact:  

asolheim@bis.midco.net;  Website:  www.sofnbismarck.com   

 

Editor  ............................................................................... Audrey Solheim, 223-7891 

President ................................................................... Herbert Mittelstedt, 663-6534 

Vice President ................................................................. Richard Fadness  222-2274 

Secretary .................................................................................. John Olsrud, 258-8540 

Financial Secretary .............................................................. Cathy Bergan, 258-9358 

Treasurer .................................................................................. Ruth Olson, 222-8420 

Sunshine Chairman ......................................................Lorraine Carlson, 663-2824 

  
 

February Birthdays 
    Andrea Winkjer Collin               

   1 

Loretta W Quanbeck                  1 
Margaret Botnen                     3 
Ann J Schwartz                      3 
Alan J Lommen                       4 
Valerie J Otto                      4 
Roger M Bakke                       7 
James H Borg                        7 
Russell A Grabinger                 7 
Jenell K Loftesnes                  8 
Chuck L Esser                       9 
Richard Flurer                      9 
Elsie B Shaw                        9 
Tim Lenertz                         11 
Helen R Tollerud                    11 
Eugene D Weekes                     11 
Lynn F Connell                      13 
Laurie Caryl Larson                 13 
Esther M Anderson                   14 
Thomas J Dahle                      14 
Shirley E Svanes                    14 
Jean P Barr                         15 
Lois Peightal                       16 
Diane Gronfur               17 
Chester E Nelson Jr                 17 
Robert L Turner                     17 
Audrey H Solheim                    18 
Doris M Flurer                      19 
Karen E Haskins                     19 
Karen I Halldorson                  20 
Florence E Wold                     21 
Ellen K Bartz                       22 
Rose Marie Jonson                   22 
Ivadell J Larson                    22 
Jessica M Rossow                    22 
Lorraine Carlson                    23 
James R Lang                        23 
Harvey T Melstad                    23 
Peter A Quist                       23 
Christopher L Johnson               24 

Britt Tvenge                  24 
Jerome W Hegel                      26 
Doris G Hickle                      26 
Ella L Nayes                        26 
Tracy M Leetun                      27 
Lewis D Shaw                        27 
Randall J Snyder                    28 
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Members Transferred In 
Roger and Esther Anderson  

 

Nordic Fest 
Want to go to Decorah, Iowa for the Nordic Fest from 

July 25th to the 30th? Cost is $425 per person excluding 

food. The Nordic Fest has lot of places for you to graze! 

We need your name by April 20th to find out how many 

want to go from our lodge, we will the contact all lodges 

to fill our bus. This price is dependent on a full bus of 60 

people. Call Alice or BII Schott for signing up or questions. 

You can ask friends or relatives even if they are not 

members-just remember we will encourage them to join! 

 

Brainstorming for 2012  
Our lodge brainstorming session will be held 

Saturday, February 4 at 1st Lutheran Church 

in Bismarck (just across from Bismarck High 

School).  It will start at 10 a.m.  (come at 9:30 

for a cup of coffee and a cookie).  You are 

invited to bring an item for a potluck at noon, 

meatballs will be furnished by the lodge.  Also 

bring your lots of ideas - things you wish the 

lodge would get involved in, come prepared 

to discuss.-There will be several topics of 

interest identified and an opportunity to 

share your ideas.  It is open for all Sons of 

Norway members, so lets not just think that 

the officers are the only ones to participate - 

not true!   
 

Potato Klub Dinner 
Derle Marcus, Chairman of the Potato Klub 

Dinner is excited and so are our members!  

The date is - Saturday March 10, from 11 a.m. 

- 3 p.m.  The place - the Mandan Eagles Club 

on Collins - they are letting us use their 

facilities at no cost!   
 

Still needed are members to volunteer to help 

with the project.  Several have already come 

forward, but it is a big fundraising project for 

our lodge and we need YOU!  Give Derle a 

call if you can help in any way, 701-250-9929 

is his home number.   
 

District IV Convention 
The following members were elected to serve 
as delegates to the 4th District Convention in 
Edmonton June 14-16. 

Jerry Saude and Sonna Anderson 
Erling and Ruth Olson 

Audrey Solheim 
Otto Bervik 
Linda Lennie 

Ted and Addie Thiede 
Alternates are:  Cathy Bergan, Alice and 
Bernard Falkenstein, Tim and Diane Lenertz, 
Richard Fadness.  Additional alternates are 
welcome, let the board know if interested. 

Your Name: ____________________________ 

In Honor/Memory of______________________ 

Amount $______________________________ 

Pledge                          Contribution  

In Memory of 

Betty Thompson 
Former Member and Wife of  

Past President (1974)  Alfred Thompson.  
 

Tyler Plummer 
Husband of Annika Nelson Plummer 

Former Sverdrup Cultural Director  

Address Change 

Margaret Botnen 
Hi Acres Manor 

1300 2nd Pl NE 

Jamestown, ND 58401 

Birthday 2/3/2012  

Heritage Center Fundraising 
Thank you for your helping the Sons of Norway fund 

drive to raise money for a naming opportunity in the 

New Heritage Center addition now under construction.  

The monies raised will be used to provide technical 

assistance in the Sons of Norway space. 

Thirty percent of the lodge has contributed over $5000 

at this time.  If you have not contributed the $35 in 

memory of your parents or loved ones make arrange-

ments to do so.  Send the form to our treasurer, Ruth 

Olson.  Note if you wish to make a commitment of 

$35.00 later check the appropriate box on the form. 

Again, thank you for your support in setting the bar for 

the other Sons of Norway Clubs in North Dakota.  

Letters have been sent to all lodges asking for their 

support.  If you have any question call Bill Schott at  

663-0066. 



         February 2012  

 


